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☼    ☼    ☼
You of little faith, why did you doubt (Matthew 8:26)? Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Without faith it is impossible to please God. By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. By faith the walls of Jericho fell. I do not have to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. (Hebrews 11:1, 6, 7, 8, 24, 27, 30, 32, 36-38). Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven (Matthew 5:3-12).
I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you (Matthew 17:20). Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:25-30, 32-33).

“Listen! Listen to the roar of his voice, to the rumbling that comes from his mouth. God's voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding. The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress (Job 37:2, 5, 23). A great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper (1Kings 19:11-13).” 
I took you from the ends of the earth; from its farthest corners I called you. I said, 'You are my servant'; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish. Though you search for your enemies, you will not find them. Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all. For I am the LORD, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, ‘Do not fear; I will help you.’ Do not be afraid, O little Israel, for I myself will help you (Isaiah 41:9-14). And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20).
☼    ☼    ☼


The Holocaust was more than the physical manslaughter of nine to eleven million non-Arian prisoners including six million European Jews. It was a torment of the mind. Prisoners lived in the suspense of uncertainty as to who would die that day. The anxiety affected the mental health of those few who have survived. Auschwitz was the darkest of all nightmares. Transportation to Auschwitz virtually meant a one way trip to death. When trapped in a devastating environment as this, it is difficult to maintain the spirit of optimism. Some prisoners abandoned their civil culture and turned to the animal instincts of survival. For instance, in Survival in Auschwitz, Primo Levi admitted that he was secretly relieved when prisoners were dragged out of his barrack for it meant more room. On the other hand, those dragged out of the room died. Other prisoners abandoned their dignity. Levi wrote that the prisoners had committed suicide “long before their anonymous death” (Levi, 55). They were the number on their arm, or animals the soldiers could manipulate, strip, and humiliate. “Oh, if one could only cry! Oh, if one could only affront the wind as we once used to, on equal terms, and not as we do here, like cringing dogs” (Levi, 70). Some religious Jews turned their back on God and held Him responsible for the trials and tribulations they faced in the camp. God seemed to have abandoned them, thus it gave them the option to abandon Him in return. These Jews believed that if God exists, He did not exist in death camps. Ironically, God is known to be omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient. This leads us to a puzzling question: If God who was and is an omnipresent God, then where was He during the time of the Holocaust? If He is an all-powerful God, then why did He not do anything to save His people? Why did He let those victims die?
The above writing is a collection of selected verses from the Holy Bible, which is recognized as the word of God for He spoke every word. The purpose of using the verses was to show that these words spoken millenniums ago still applied to current affairs. God did not speak selectively to the Israelites during Moses’ time, but to the generations to come. He spoke to us in 2008 and to the Holocaust victims in the 1940s. 
The issue of faith is of the highest significance in this speech. Most other religions have an image of the deity. Christianity does not. Therefore, faith initially builds the relationship with a God that we cannot see, and allows Christians to continue to remain faithful even under persecution. It is difficult to know exactly why God brought the tragedy for no one can fully comprehend Him. However, the Holocaust was another form of those persecutions that Christians faced that may have been the test of faith, which many failed. Life on earth is temporary and the lifespan is time to build treasures in Heaven. Also, God said not to worry and lay down all burdens at His feet for He would take care of it. The act of depending on God before the slightest sign of worry requires an unshakeable faith. There is nothing to fear if faith is in a God who claims to have all authority of Heaven and Earth including the lives of all human beings, not even death.

It could be said that God remained entirely speechless during the Holocaust, but perhaps prisoners were not listening. The reason God wanted people to lay burdens down was because there is a high chance that those will hinder the people from listening to God’s words. God came with the whisper at times when the mind was at peace. Then and only then would His voice thunder clearer than all other noises.
God promised that He would be with his people until the end of the age. Unlike many other humanly gods, this God always kept His promise. The tragedy of the Holocaust was God’s calling to His people. Answering the call may have not meant survival, but it meant eternal life with a faithful God.
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